
 
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 
 
Petition Number: PE1048
 
Main Petitioner: Kitty Bell 
 
Subject: Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive to update 
NPPG19: Radio Telecommunications to offer additional protection to 
children’s play areas from electro-magnetic radiation from base stations 
 
Background 
 
The Scottish Government’s policy on mobile telecommunications equipment 
and the planning system is set out in National Planning Policy Guideline 19: 
Radio Telecommunications, which was published in July 2001.  The petitioner 
refers to paragraph 21 of NPPG19 which is part of the Policy and Legislative 
Context section of the NPPG and summarises key points from the UK 
Government’s response to the final report of the Independent Expert Group on 
Mobile Phones, commonly known as the Stewart Report. 
 
Following on from this summary, paragraph 22 of NPPG19 makes it clear that:  
 

Making sure that these steps are taken is the responsibility of the 
Government, the telecommunications regulating authorities and the 
mobile industry. They are not matters for the planning system but are 
included here for information. 

 
Paragraphs 53 to 55 of NPPG19 set out the role of the various consent 
systems covering the development and operation of mobile telephone base 
stations.  This makes it clear that the regulation of electro-magnetic radiation 
emissions is a matter for Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory 
Reform (successor to the DTi), OFCOM (successor to the 
Radiocommunications Agency) and the Health Protection Agency and not the 
planning system. 
 
The requirement for extra consultation that the petitioner has requested is not 
really a matter for Scottish planning policy.  The current consultation 
arrangements referred to in paragraph 21 of NPPG19 are the product of 
agreements between the UK Government, regulators and the Mobile 
Operators Association.  Any change to these arrangements is probably best 
delivered through updated agreements. 
 
Scottish Government Action 
 
NPPG19 has not been updated since its publication in July 2001.  The 
Scottish Government will update NPPG19 at some point within the next two 
years as part of a rolling programme of planning policy updates.   
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1048.htm
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2001/07/nppg19-telecoms/nppg-19
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2001/07/nppg19-telecoms/nppg-19
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/Browsable/DH_4903699
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/Browsable/DH_4903699
http://www.iegmp.org.uk/
http://www.iegmp.org.uk/
http://www.mobilemastinfo.com/
http://www.mobilemastinfo.com/


 
 

 
The Scottish Executive published an Evaluation of Revised Planning Controls 
over Telecommunications Development on 2 July 2004, which concluded that 
“…land use planning controls have brought about a better balance between 
the needs of the industry and local circumstances in terms of environmental 
concerns, and siting and design considerations.” 
 
Scottish Parliament Action 
 
During 2003 the former Transport and Environment Committee took evidence 
on the impact of the changes made to planning control over mobile 
telecommunications development in 2001 and wrote to the Minister for Social 
Justice on 4 March 2003, highlighting some of the issues raised during 
evidence taking.   
 
The Parliament has previously considered and closed a number of petitions 
relating to the siting of mobile telephone masts and potential health effects, 
i.e. PE135, PE425 and PE769. 
 
 
 
Alan Rehfisch 
SPICe Research 
9 October 2007 
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings with 
petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments on any 
petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petitions briefings is correct at 
the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these briefings are not 
necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent changes. 
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http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2004/07/19574/39770
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2004/07/19574/39770
mailto:spice.research@scottish.parliament.uk

